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The “Advance” and ‘Retreat” of Sino - Japanese Relations:
The Prospect of Prediction Based on the Principle of ‘Dichotomy”
Feng Zhaokui

The principle of “dichotomy” is an important thought of China’ s policy toward Japan. The
normalization of Sino — Japanese relations in 1972 is regarded as a major diplomatic achievement on
the basis of the “dichotomy” principle. Since the end of 1970s, Sino — Japanese friendly relations
have made considerable progress. In September 2012, the ‘“nationalization” of the Diaoyu Islands
by Japanese government led to growing disputes between China and Japan. In November 2014,
President Xi Jinping met with prime minister Abe at APEC summit meeting, marking the relaxation
of the Sino — Japanese relations. At present, the Sino — Japanese relations are still faced with
difficulties like a boat rowing upstream, with two scenarios in the future. On one hand, the Sino —
Japanese relations may remain in tension featuring “greater backward than progress”; on the other
hand, the bilateral relations may also continue to relax featuring “greater progress than
backward”. 1In the long term, under the guidance of the diplomatic thought of “the human
community of common destiny” by President Xi, there may be a growing trend of “greater progress

than backward”, meaning further improvement of the Sino — Japanese relations.
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