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The Past, Present and Future of Sino - Japanese Relations: On the 45th
Anniversary of Normalization of Sino — Japanese Relations

Gao Hong and Wu Xian

The path of Sino —Japanese relations has not been smooth since the normalization of Sino — Japanese
relations in the 1970s. In the first half of 1990s, in spite of some disputes and contradictions over historical
issues, the Taiwan issue and the territorial issues, both China and Japan could deal with key issues based
on the spirit of Sino — Japanese Treaty of Peace and Friendship, with friendship and cooperation remaining
as the mainstream. Since the second half of the 1990s, there has been a growing trend of political right —
deviation in Japan, with a wave of denying the truth of history and an expanding influence in Japanese
society, as well as the outstanding structural contradiction between China and Japan. “The partnership
aiming at peace and development” and ‘the strategic partnership of mutual benefit” have been faced with
severe challenges. Now the Sino —Japanese strategic partnership and the national reconciliation are still
under the stage of adjustment. Japan has to accept the fact that China is surpassing Japan in terms of
national strengths even though it wouldn’t like to accept it. Faced with the future, both China and Japan
should work together in consolidating the foundation of co —existence and cooperation in the current context

and creating a stage of healthy and harmonious relations of mutual benefit and win —win cooperation.
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