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Reflections on Sino—Japanese Relations: Japan, “a good neighbor” or ‘“‘abad neighbor”

Feng Zhaokui

Abstract: Since modern times, China had been defeated by countries whose economic aggregate was far inferior to our
country. In fact, China was not lost on the scale of economy, but lost for the backwardness of science and technology. In
view of this historical lesson, although it must be admitted that the comparison of the strength of big powers is closely
related to the scale of GDP and the scale of military expenditure associated with it, we must not underestimate the
comparison of the scientific and technological strength behind GDP and the growth of military expenditure. Japan is still
a big technological power. Considering the fact that science and technology are the core fighting force of modern warfare,
we must pay great attention to the military significance of Japan's scientific and technological strength. On the question
of constitutional amendment, the efforts of the Liberal Democratic Party government attempting to amend the peace
constitution failed again and again, resulting in a rare phenomenon in the World constitutional history after the post—
war Japanese Constitution went through seventy years without changing a single word. Fundamentally, the reason for the
failure of the Japanese right wingers to modify the pacifist constitution is that their intention is a departure from the will of
most Japanese people who are the creators and defenders of the pacifist constitution. In the understanding of history, “the
dichotomy theory”  of distinguishing a handful of militarists and Japanese people and the so—called “Theory of crime
by the whole people” proposed by HE Fang are not contradictory, on the contrary, they can be unified, even though “crime
by the whole people” is indeed a fact, there are differences between the crimes committed by a few militarist rulers and
the crimes committed by ordinary Japanese people before and during the war. “Theory of crime by the whole people”
tells us , Sino—Japanese historical issues should include both sides, one side is against the wrong words and deeds of
Japanese ruling class leaders on the historical issues while another side is Chinese people, as the winner of the war,
should educate and affect the Japanese nation who had committed crimes. Today, a new “Three Worlds” architecture
has appeared around China, with China and the United States each taking a pole, during which there are many middle
countries, we should “redefined” Sino—Japanese relations in the new “Three Worlds” architecture.

Key words: Sino—Japanese relations; Technological strength; pacifist constitution;  “Theory of crime by the whole

people” ;  “new Three Worlds”
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