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Japan’s Policy towards the Belt and Road Initiative: Process, Characteristics
and Driving Factors
Lu Hao

Japan’ s attitude toward Belt and Road Initiative has shifted from negative to positive since China
proposed the initiative. At present, Japan’ s policy toward Belt and Road Initiative can be
summarized as “limited cooperation” and “multi — angle hedging”, which refers to limited
cooperation within the framework while increasing hedging outside the framework of the Belt and
Road Initiative . Japan’ s shift to cooperate within the Belt and Road Initiative is driven by a “short —
term need” to improve Sino — Japanese relations and to ‘“reserve space for action” in response to
changes of U. S. foreign policy. Japan sets a variety of restrictions in cooperation to ensure maximum
self —interest, reflecting the fact that Sino — Japanese cooperation lacks the necessary foundation for
mutual trust. Japan continues to strengthen the countermeasures against Belt and Road Initiative,
which is driven by the long — term goal of strategic competition against China, as well as the strong
consciousness of striving for the leading role in changes of the international order. The perception and
public opinion relating to Belt and Road Initiative in Japan are also complicated, which will

influence Japan’ s response to Belt and Road Initiative in the future.
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