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China’ s Policy towards Japan in the Early Stage of the Cold War: On Two
Issues which are Unfavorable for Sino - Japanese Friendship in the
21st Century

Liu Shilong

China’ s policy toward Japan in the early stage of the Cold War can be summarized as aiming at
turning an enemy into a friend, by the way of carrying out non — governmental exchanges first and
promoting governmental exchanges by them and adopting various pressure tactics. China gradually

established that policy above and enriched its contents from 1949 to 1972. It was only the first step
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for China and Japan to turn from enemies to friends in 1972. In order to achieve real friendship,
both China and Japan still have a long way to go. Relating to that, there are two issues that may
affect Sino — Japanese relations, the first of which is that the “Far East Clause” in the Japan -
U. S. Security Treaty should not be applied to China, the second of which is that if Japan once
again practices interventionism, there will be no foundation for the development of Sino — Japanese

friendship.
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