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Sino — Japanese Relations in the New Era: Essence and Major Channels

Gao Hong

Throughout years of effort, both China and Japan have witnessed the coming of a new era of the
bilateral relations. The current improvement of Sino — Japanese is the result of political leaders’
efforts of both countries, characterized with a “top — down” process. At present, there are still some
differences in the improvement of relations between China and Japan, which are reflected by various
“imbalances” in the diplomatic practice and need to be solved. With the upcoming state visit of the
Chinese leader to Japan and in the context of consecutive events for the bilateral relations from the
year 2020 to 2022, it is a major issue of great concern for both sides to continue to move steadily
toward each other and work out a new political document to guide the Sino — Japanese relations in the
new era. It is believed that China and Japan should work together to create a better world which is
under unprecedented changes in the recent one century, by deepening mutually beneficial
cooperative relations and jointly maintaining normal international mechanisms and order. Both China
and Japan should take the historical responsibility of the new era and seek common ground while
reserving differences and properly resolve disputes. Both sides should also adhere to the pluralistic

and symbiotic view of civilization and actively seek spiritual integration with the traditional wisdom.
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