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Japan's Role and China—Japan Relations in the Context of the Belt and Road Initiative

Abstract: It has been nearly a decade since China formally proposed the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013. During that
period, Japan's attention to the BRI has grown and its perception and countermeasures have experienced twists and turns, from
neglect and passive resistance to the positive cooperation, recently turning negative. In general, Japanese officials tend to view
the BRI from a strategic perspective and remain vigilant about its development and impact. The Japanese people, especially the
business community, attach importance to the economic value of the BRI but they also have concerns. Japan's response to the
BRI is highly realistic, which combines cooperation with counterbalancing and is frequently affected by the trilateral relations
between China, the U.S. and Japan. The role of Japan in the BRI deserves attention and it is necessary to promote its
constructive development. Under the current situation of China-Japan relations, both China and Japan face many challenges in
deepening cooperation on the BRI, but the opportunities and potential for future development should not be ignored.
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