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Competing in the Gray — zone: A New Situation in U. S. - Japan Engagement
with China
Gui Yongtao

The confrontation in the East and South China Seas between the United States and Japan on one
side and China on the other has become increasingly salient in the past few years. Such
confrontation remains below the threshold of military conflict, and thus is categorized as a form of
gray — zone competition. While the United States takes direct actions to contain China, Japan
prioritizes domestic institutional reforms and capacity building. The former stresses the competition
for order, whereas the latter focuses on the competition for sovereignty, which has caused
divergence of interests and policies between the two countries. The Gray — zone competition has
become a new form of U. S— Japan engagement with China, and is likely to continue in the long
run. China should advance its own concept and promote theoretical and policy research based on

case studies in that regard.
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